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Editorial

This special naws lelier is published onihe
occaston of the halding of the Asis-paciic
Regional Microcred? Summit 2008, The re-
gional summil wil offer shanng of experances
amorg over 1000 delegates from 40 counines
sorss e globe, The key aganda of e simmi
15 lo roview the progress fowards achisving the
Microcredi! Surmmit Campaign Goal of resching
175 milion poores! with micr credd - and ensir-
ing that 100 milfon poores! move owf of abso-
lufe poverty measured i USET income fevel
00 has been working with ifs fimifed capecities
fo conlribuie fo i achievemand of this gos,

Howevar, since tha Hallfax mood the workd
ecanomic sifusdion has rapioly started a down
ward sida. Instesd being able fo it 100 mfiion
peopta ahove pavarty fing | additional 100
mition people had sunken below the povedy
fing. Diverting of food graing for produicing o
thesel (& held &t feast 75% responsibie for the
food crisis.

Tha chaflenge of iffing 100 millon poar above
USST laved has bacome  very dawnting.

The APRMS2008's mparfance has incraasad
manifaid it he above confext. The issua of
Climale Changes i3 choreographic all thess
phenameron. The whols wardd’s focus s on
the APRMS2008 as to what idea and
practical action agenda it sets for the
waorld

5D Executive Director to attend
APRMS 2008 at Nusa Dua , Bali

Mr. Shamsal Hague
the executive director
of SO will Bali meeting
of Aska Pacific Regional
Micro credit Summit
2008, The summit-will ba
hedd gt Bali Intemational
Corvention Centre .
MNusa Dua Bal,

The summit will star on 27 July 08 and end on
30 Juty 2008 The APRBSZ008 wil end with 3
regional dediarstion . The ED of SOI is axpacted
t share Bangladesh sxperence with many of
the 1000 delegates from 40 countries converging
in Bali, The delegates inclute haad of he states,
micro=cradit pracitionars, advocates, donoes and
oihers, Mr. Hague = expected bring home nch
expefences and newer ideas which can be
adopted or adaped in our local context., He wil
retum hama oni August 3008,

* Suciety for Development Initiatives (SDI)

APRMS2008 special issue

Asia Pacific Region Microcredit Summit 2008 (APRMS 2008)

More than 1000 delegates from 40 countries are
expecied o attend the Asia-pacific Regional Mi-
cro credit Summit 2008, co-organized by the
Microcredit Summit Campaign and Gema PKM
Indonesia . Delegates will have choice of partici-
pating in 6 plenary session, 24 workshops, 5 day-
long courses , and various council meetings at
the conference . Summit attendees. will assess
progress toward the campaign's 2015 goals and
discuss obstacles and solution to achieving these
objectives,

The President of the Republic of
Indonesia, Dr. H. Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyone will open the Asia-
Pacific Regional Microcredit Sum-
International

Musa Dua,

mit 2008 in Bali
Convention Center,
Bali, Indonesia.

2006 Mobel Peace Prize Laure-
ate Muhammad Yunus, Founder
and Managing Director of
Grameen Bank, will participate
in the conference

The President of Honduras, Jose & : 3
Manuel Zelaya Rosales vnll join Nubel. Peace

Prize Laureate Muhammad Yunus and other digni-
taries and key leaders at the Asia-
Pacific Regional Microcredit Sum-
@ mit, July 28-30, 2008 in Bali, Indo-
nesia. President Zelaya has also
agreed to serve as the chair of the
Microcredit  Summit. Campaign's
- Council of Heads of 5tate and Gov-
ermnmment.

s Mr. Fazle Hasan Abed, Founder-and
Chairperson of BRAC and 2007 Inau-
gural Clinton Global Citizen Award

- winner, i5 confirmed to attend and
speak at the conference. Mr. Abed
will speak at the plenary session
entitled Building Financial Systems

that Waork for the Majority: Local Currency Borrow-

ing, On-Lending Savings, Autonomous Credit

Funds, and Appropriate Legal Framework as well

as at the Council Meeting for Practitioners and

Non-Governmental Organizations. AL the Asia-

Pacific Regional Microcredit Summit, Mr. Abed will

lead the Council Meeting for Practitioners and

Non-Governmental Organizations by presenting

BRAC's 2008 AP and sharing BRAC's achieve-

ments and lessons learned.

mﬂﬂgﬂh Ju.‘rjtm About a decade ago, the

had started. With the passage of time,
‘iobal mnnmlu*am%




SDI commissions Study "
The Impact On Livelihood Of
Fishers Due To Ban On
Catching Undersized Hilsha

Fish (Jatka)"

The study was conducted in
the period from October 2007-
to Mid march 2008. The major
recommendations: were that
Govi. should ensure not only
livelinood security of the fishers
but also to improve the over all
human security and welfare of
the community, Br. Khursid alam
of CODEC and two of his col-
leagues had jointly conducted
the study.

BTV telecast success story of SDI

SDI activities were highlighted in a
popular BTV program SHAFOLLO GATHA
presented by Mir Emdad Ali a popular
TV presenter,

iliage.
The TV presenter depicted a gamut of age

MC related activities of SDI in Dhamrai
region of SDI. The 15 minutes long
documentary presented the success
story of Saleha begum a MC program
partner of SDI since 2003. Saleha had
to pluck enough courage while she took
her first loan of a paltry sum of 2000
taka. But now she borrows. in the range
of half a lac taka without a frown in her
forehead. She has now established a

items

ployees,

SDI Flood Response in 2007

Bangladesn has suffered recur-
ring flood during the month of
July and August of 2007. The
flonds had affected 34 districts
of Bangladesh . Manlkgan] was
among the most severely af-
fected districts. Dhamrai , Ashu-
lia under Dhaka district was
also affected by the flood .

SDI has extensive coverage in
the Manikganj areas and Ashuila
and Savar. About 10,000 bene-
ficiaries of SD| were directly
affected by flood.

SDI with its own resources came
forward to mitigate the aifect of
flood among its beneficlaries as
well as ather afflicted people In
the area.

With the outbreak of flood, SDI
mobilized relief teams which
went round the homes in all the
villages where SDI has partner
groups with essentials ke
snake repeliant, gentian violet,
anti diarrneal, Halogen tablet,
ORS, medicines  for common
cough and cold, antipyretics. 501

also constructed Sanitary toilets
for the families who had taken
refuge in high grounds adjacent
to the Dhalka-Aricha highway.

S0 dispatched food relief's to
remote shoals in the middie of
the river Padma in places like

Baghutia, Char Bachamara

As the flood was continuing for
maore than two weeks, 5D| sent
two medical team formed with
its own health workers, para-
medics. The team went round
shelters opened by
the govt-and also into
various locations in
s the villages in various
unions and opened
medical camps. The
team treated 3000
sick patients in -8
spots in'a period of 15
days.

S0l relief teams dis-
tributed 25000 sa-
chets of ORS, 2200

vials of snake repellant, 1600
bottles of gentian violet, 10,000
halo tabs. Installed 7 units of
Sanitary toilets on the road side,

The medical team treated 4234
patients in 24 unions under 5
police stations inside 2 districts

(Manikgan| and
Dhaka).
3Dl provided food

relief also from iis
own  resources  and
glso  encouraged
Shustho fibon ( an
informal  association
of moming walkers
around  Dhanmondi
lake} and Leading
Business Man like
Chittaranjan’ Majum-
dar to donate rice,
pulse, salt, biscuits

for the fiood af-
fected people in
the remote place
ik & Char
Bachamara and
Char Bharanga
under  Daulatpur
upazila In  Manik-
ganj. /
While providing

refiel special care
was taken 1o pro-
vide relief to disabled, old peo-
ple, pregnant wsmen or women
with infanis; hardcore poor as
priority.

S kg of rice, 1 Kg of pulse and 15
kg of salt were packed in one

small dairy with a pairof milk cows, she rears
a horde of goats and chickens. In a matter of
3 years she could change her quality of life
in a way which has become a model in her

The TV show also presented the pottery of
Ratan Paul. Ratan Paul produces

pottery

like flower vase, ormamenied pots,
vessels. Ratan is a 'micro entrepreneur' cate-
gory borrower. He had borrowed taka One_
lac. With this capital he could expand his pro-
duction capacity and also engage more em-

pack of food relief. In all 1650
persons  which included 96
physically challenged, 110 preg-
nant women, 188 old people, 50
children and 1206 hardcore
poor,. The valug of the relief food
was Taka 3lac+

Shustho Jiban and Majumdar
traders  jointly donated taka
5.85 lac worth of rice, pulse salt
and biscuits. 15000 Kg of rice,
3000 kg of pulse and 1500 kg
of salt and 3000 packs of en-
ergy biscuits were distributed
among 3000 persons

After the recession of flood SDI
undertook rehabilitation work. In
total 83 lac taka was distrib-
uted among 4150  families.
Each family was given taka

2000 with 4% service charge.

This in addition 1o the normal
MC being suspended for 4 our
weeks period of flood,

sDi's refief work got wide media
coverage in the electronic as
well as print media.



Micro-credit Fair 2008

SDI took part in the Micro-credit fair.
Since 2007 PKSF is sponsoring a Micro
credit fair in Dhaka as annual fisture in
its calendar of events. . This years fair
was between 5 - 8 march in Bangla-
desh China Friendship Convention Cen-
tre(BCFCC) { in Agargaon, in all 82 or-
ganizations participated in the fair. Of
which 74 were Micro finance Institu-
tions. The MFIs dis-
played in their stalls
various products pro- &
duced by the Micro g
entreprenaurs sup-
ported by the respec-
tive NGD. The list Of s
products on display Wsnl
was quite long and EESEEsE,
veritable, An impres-
sive array products
produced by the MC
borrowers  werg on
display. Visiting the
stall would give one
impression that how
dynamic and re-
sourceful are our ru-
ral poar ara. The mi-
cro credit has given them a fighting
chance 1o win over poverty.

On the sideline of the fair every day a
series of seminars were hosted at the
conference centre adjacent to the fair
premises,

The fair was inaugurated by Dr. Mirza
Azizul Islam, finance advisor of the care-

taker govt of Bangaldesh. Dr. Fakhrud-
din Ahmed the Head of the caretaker
govt was the chief guest of the conclud-
ing session, Dr. Quazi Mesbahuddin
Ahmed were the other guests sitting on
the podium. In the concluding meeting
3 MFI's were conferred best performer
awards in 3 categories.

In the SDI stall SO MF partners from far

away places like Sandwip were dis-
played. 50| extends MF service to

Diversified handicrafts products with
fine jute such as bags of various shapes
and sizes and colors, sandals made of
jute drew much interest of fair visitors.
Sales of the products were brisk. Quilts
with intricate stitch-works  portraying
traditional rural motifs were an display.

visitors with passion for folk cultural
heritage had huge admiration for the
rural women producers from Sandwip.

5Dl MF| program supports legendary

Dhakai Benarasee Saree producers in
Mirpur. The women with skill of doing
'Karchupi' on Saree (intricate motifs of
stitched 'Chumki’ inlay in the body and
the frills of the sharge) worked in the
stall.

Visitors  could comprehend the
skills and level of perseverance
needed to fabricate karchupi on
Saree. Sales were brisk for the
Saree with karchupi works , ute

_ baked clay
A% potteries.  SDI stall also dis-
| played brass and bronze metal
| artifacts produced by one
“women  entrepreneur  from
Dhamrai. She produces show
W piece objecis replicas of curios
b2 antiquities like  figurines or
statuette of Indian mythological
gods and goddesses, animals
like lion, tiger, horse, owl, flower
vases, pots with made of caste
brass or bronze metals. The
products on display gave the 3Dl stall a
colorful look. The SDI stall was a popu-
lar foray for the lovers of show pieces
and specially replicas of art objects of
olden times .

SDI Installed HDTV monitor TV and
played multimedia presentations de-
picting SDI's programs and activities.

Rehabilitation of Non-Motorized Transport Pullers
and Poor Owners Project ( RNPPO)

Introduction

The project goal :

Project Objectives:

Rehabilitation in altermative vocation of
40500 Non motorized transport drivers
and poor owners who were affected by
the prohibition of rickshaws on roads
sections from Gabtoli to Azimpur,

To improve the quality of life of the
targeted people by creating oppor-
tunity for employment and or in-
come generation in activities with
the exception of rickshaw pulling or
non motorized transport driving,
sEmployment generation and en-
trepreneurship promotion  through
Skill development and imparting
training on business development
slmprovement of Social and health
AWAreness

This is a project taken by PKSF for which the
World Bank has provided the fund . The pro-
Jeet would support the non-motorized trans-
port pullers and poor owners who have been
affected due to ban of non-motorized trans-
ports on some roads of Dhaka city. The dura-
tion of the project is  from July 2007-June
2009, The World Bank has approved a fund of
US Dollar 17.0 million (Tk, 119 crore) for the
praject. In' this regard, an agreement was
giened between IDA and Government of
Bangladesh on June 21, 2007. PKSF has sanc-
tioned loan of Tk. 271 million in favor of its
10 POs to implement the project.

SDI 15 implementing the project in Shay-
maoli, Adabor . Monsurabad housing area
among 3099 rickshaw pullers/owners and
their family members, The project ar-
ranged for vocational training for the af-
fected rickshaw pullers/owners according
the options given by the trainees. SDI
would be disbursing Tk 8 crore 76 lac

; e Augmentation of Life-skill of the
through its 2 MC branches

tarpeted people



An analysis of SDH's M-
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36,307 79,232

Comparison of loan outstanding on 1st Jul 07 and
on 30 Jul '08
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National workshop on fishers safety issue

Advocacy for Bay fisher's safety

The project in consultation with OXFAM identified 4 key mes-

A national seminar was held on 1st April 2008 at LGED RDEC hall
at level 12 at Agargaon , Dhaka, The chief guest was Mr. Rafigul

i Imiitd
el

Islam, the Director general fisheries. govt of Bangaldesh. Senior
fisheries officials of district and Thana levels had joined the semi-
nar. Two fishers one from Bagerhat, Khulna another form
Lakhhipur , Moakhall also took part in the discussions, CBDRM
project partners namely SAGORIKA, ADMD attended the seminar.,
In all B4 GO,NGD representatives took part in the workshop, The
event received national media coverage, ATN Barigla was the me-
dia partner covered the workshop proceedings. Also BTV , BOI-

SHAKI and Radio Bangladesh oovered the event. bay

income  genera-
tion, 150 group
members  were
# civen training on
% vegetable  gar-
§ dening on small
spaces. Bangla-
& desh has two sea-
sons for vegeta-
ble cultivation
one in  summer
and the other in
the winter. In
between  during
monsoon period 15
considered a period
for major crop cul-
= {jvation like rice
crop.5DT  supplied
seeds of HYV
seeds for eggplant,
beans ( winged
bean, mung bean) ,
sweet gourd,  brin-
jal, cucumber, rad-
ish, spinach to 490
families. Each families were given 30 gms
of seeds.

The IRDP project hard
core poor members are growing
vegetables for consumption and for
selling too. Under its program for

phase IV

The selection seeds were made consider-
ing the lack of land space by the hardcore

sages on the occupational safety of the fishers on board a fish-
ing boat . These were printed on panaflex sheets and fixing on

the body of fishing boats and fishing boat mooring stations on
Sandwip. The messages remind the boat owners, law enforces
and the boat crew regarding the safety standards and meas-
ures that is to be complied with while going on fishing trip to the

Vegei{j_ahl_e--culti?atiun makes Ultra poor to increase income in Sandwip

So vegetables which are generally of
creeper type were preferred,

Some of the trained poor used ther
thatched roof to grow creepers and some
others used the embankment slopes for
planting bean seeds .

All together about 6000 kg. of vegetables
were grown by the poor. 1t was no mean
feat on their part. the value in terms taka
will be around 75,000 taka in & conserva-
tive estimate. The families consumed a
quantity of the produce rest they sold to
neighbours or in the market.

The earning for individual familics were
in the range of taka 3000- to taka 5000.
The experience was very positively em-
braced by the hardeors poor. They are
now approached SDI extension workers for
winicr l..']'l..l‘['l‘S.

Among all , Amena Begum of the Timi
Mohila Samity, Ferojea Bengum of Gang-
chil MSS. Rokeya Begum of lcahamot
MSS, Nurjahan Begum and Ambia Begum
of Godhuli MSS , Nasima Begum of Moy-
uri MSS were the most successful vegeta-
ble growers. Their success has greatly en-
couraged others to  do their next scasons
planting with more intent and earnest



SDi Newstetter

Disaster Risk Reduction Knowledge and Agriculture Fair

Disaster Knowledge and Agriculiure Fair was found to be very
effective in  disseminating awarcness and other information
needed for improving life skill and technology adaptation. Dis-
aster fair was held on 14-15 Febroary 2008 at Hammia ground
of Sandwip upazila headquarters, The disaster knowledge and

Agriculture fair was jointly organized by 4 projects of SPI
namely CBDEM project, SHOUHARDO Program SDI, TRDP
and MC project of SDIL In addition to the SDI projeets SUS and
Gmmeen Shakti took part in the fair. 3 govt depantments (DPHE,
Dept of Agrculture and livestock, Health and Family Planning})
had also set up display stall two local éntrepreneurs ( a nursery
and a furmiture shop) also rented space in the far. it may be

During the 2007-2008 period the project developed DURJOG

noted that it is only fair being held in the entire island of Sand-
wip, which is solely devoted to the purpese of The visitors got
gxposure o
messages  on g
disaster risks,
reduction
strategies and
means  also B8
learm  about g
GO NGO
organizations
which  pro-
vide different
suppors e,
HYV sceds |
advisory on EESSSSsSS

crop and or animal husbandry.

People also leamnt about a how a solar elsctrical system works,
what is an energy eflicient oven , how mueh it cost, what are its
advantages. Every day about 3000 visitors had visited the dif-
ferent stalls in the fair . A majority of the visitors are young
children and school smdents

GAMEBOARD on 4 natural
Development for students)

Tl )

hazards (IEC Package

¥ I . | — i 2|

JOYER LUDO an mnovative game board targetmg the pn-
mary school children studying in class IT1-V to acquire knowl-
edge of hazards that loons over their communities. 4 hazards
that threaten the coastal communities were addressed in the
game. The game board has been adapted and developed based
on the ISDR's IEC material RISKLAND. The game board is a
LUDCYSnake ladder type game board , messages, on DOs and
DONTs on the game board are placed under different numerals.

The game board was introduced in 15 primary schools in the
high risk belt of Sandwip. 2 teachers from each school were
iven orientation on the game, its rules and also as to how to
satisfy the additional queries of the players and onlookers on
various issues dwelt with in the game process how to dissemi-
nate disaster risk reduction messages 0 the pnmary school stu-
dents.. An agreement was conchided with the school nanage-
ment for the purpose of ensuring routing and regular use of the
game board by the children.
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SDI Director conferred
the coveted Shere
Bangla Shritee Podok
2007

SDI Director was conferred the
coveted Sher ¢ Bangla Shritee
Podok 2007 by the Sher ¢ Bangla
Shriti Academy.

He was awarded a citation and a
erest on 26, October 2007 -t the
auditorium of the National Press
club, Sher ¢ Bangla AK Fazlul
Hague will be etemally remem-
bered by the nation of Bangla-
desh for his- action of  requiting
1 million peasants from the grp
of the molajons and abolition of
zamindari system introduced by
the British colonial powers in 18
century. . In toml 10 distinguished
social workers, business leaders,
litterateur, educationist who had
demonsirated  distinet  leadership
in their respective realm  of ac-
tivities were conferred the award
profoundly influencing the lives
of the poor of the country.

In the wake of the reeeiving of
this award. The people of Suti-
piarn 0 Dhimeai, orgameed a
civic reception in  honor of the
illustrious son of the village, The
Dhamrai college alumnag's 100
hold & reception m his honor
SHUSTHO JIBON a Dhanmondi
luke centercd moming walk en-
thiusiasts group of businessmen,
lwvwyers, intellectuals, profession-
als and social entreprencurs also
accorded him a receplion on his
achievement of this prestimous
award, In Sandwip, a civic recep-
tion was acconded to him at the
Kabi Abdul Hakim Auditorium.
Staff members of 5D ‘s central
office and varous branches of-
fices also felicitared him on this
OCCAsIOn.

T

SDI Hﬁl‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁf

501 hold its annual cnanrence for the year
2008 at PROSHIKA HRDC trust venue at
Kpitta, Manikganj. Project Managers of
CARE SHOUHARDD, CEDRMP/OXFAMGE,
and IRDP/Cordaid, Metherlands, Regional
Managers of & regions and 46 Branch man-
agers for 501 different units of MF program
of SDI attended this two day fixture. The
meeting was inaugurated by the Deputy
Managing Director of PKSFE Ms. Parveen
Mahmud. The BC Manikganj, Mr. Ataur Rah-
man was the chief guest of the concluding
session, The civil surgeon of Manikganj was
8 special guest in the closing ceremony, The
annual conference session were chaired by

o the 50| executive director Mr.. Shamsul
8 Hague. The DGM of PKSF Ms. Parveen Mah-
' mud in her inaugural speech lauded the
efforts of 300 in human development. She
put emphasis on the aspect of comprehen-
d sive human development as the inclusive
4§ strategy for MC program

The DC Manikgan]. in his speech expressed
his satisfaction at SDI's efforts in develop-
® ment. He emphasized on more intense GO
B NGD collaboration for optimized resource
utilization. He had expressed that SDI would
receive all cooperation from him for imple-
mentation of poverty reduction programs of
5DI. In order to give the audience a compre-
hensive idea on the SDI's mission, programs , prﬂ,ems and their focus & video documentary was
presented through multimedia show.

On the second day In order to heighten the
awareness of S0l 5taff and the broader com-
munity-a rally was held at Koitta  with the
slogan of Climate change is an unfolding ca-
lamity, We must act now. SDI has  already
included response to climate change as its
core program. The strategy includes raising
awareness, promotion of environmental
friendly energy use and preparation for
adaptation to the changing climate effects. 50| awarded best group member prizes in 5 categories.
The categories such as Best group Leader , Best rural micro-credit performance, best Micro- entre-
preneur ME,
best ultra poor
credit pEr-
farmer, and &
best  Ananda
School teacher.

Outside the
conference hall #
an exhibition of
the various products made by SOI MF's grass roots partners were put on dispiay. The guests and
other invitees expressed much appreciation for the creative endeavor of the artisans. A guiz competi-
tion created huge excitement among the audience.

The conference was ended with cultural program presented by mostly artists belong to members of
bigger SDI fratermity,



